Clinic with bogus TV ads shut down

JEDDAH - Authorities shut down a clinic Saturday for promoting unlicensed sexual enhancement medication and weight loss pills on a satellite
channel. A large quantity of unlicensed male and female sexual enhancement medication, including Viagra-like pills, was seized from the clinic.
Originally set up as a herbal medicine shop, the clinic in Shat'i District, northwest of Jeddah, tricked its customers into paying a minimum of SR900 for
every visit and sold them bogus medication. A customer would come in with a complaint, usually obesity or sexual dysfunction, and then the clinic
would hook the patient up on the phone with a remote ‘physician’ in Lebanon, who would listen to the complaint and then prescribe a certain blend of
herbs for treatment. The patient would be told to obtain the medicine from the clinic only, nowhere else. Director of the licensing department at the
Jeddah Health Directorate, Mahmoud Abduljawad, said that they had received many complaints about the violations of this clinic, prompting the
authorities to put it under close surveillance. The clinic was not officially licensed and the owner had earlier been warned that he must legally obtain a
license, but he had never done so, Abduljawad said. Counterfeit diet pills are usually contaminated with materials, not mentioned in the packaging.
They are not tolerated by the human body and may cause debilitating side effects, even death. - Okaz/SGs
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